Grand Lake St. Marys Watershed Update

What river runs for 43 miles in western Ohio?  The Wabash!  This river starts in northern Darke County, Ohio, near the Indiana state line.  It winds around Mercer and Darke Counties, picks up the western overflow of Grand Lake St. Marys, through Beaver Creek and eventually flows through Indiana to tie into the Ohio River.  For about one year, watershed stakeholders from Indiana and Ohio have been meeting to collect information about their watershed.  Now they are waiting on the release of the Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) Request for Proposals (rfp).   

 

Every watershed is unique, and Grand Lake Saint Mary's is no different.  A high livestock concentration typically receives blame for the hypereutrophic condition of the lake.  Livestock is not the only contributor to the phosphorous and sediment-driven problem, but 85 percent of the area land use is agricultural.  The agriculture community received one million dollars each year in a special demonstration Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) in 2008 and 2009.  These farm bill funds were spent through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on agricultural best management practices.  It is imperative to continue this funding for producers to try new practices.  At this time the watershed will not be receiving this additional funding in 2010.  This has prompted many stakeholder groups to write letters supporting continuing demonstration EQIP funding for Grand Lake Saint Marys to NRCS Chief Dave White. 

 

A group of local stakeholders has come together to look at possibilities for inlake restoration, focusing on nutrient and sediment reduction.  At this time they are collecting funds to try four different projects at several different sites.  For more information on these inlake actions, contact the Grand Lake St. Marys Start Park at (419)394-3611 or click here. 

 
-Laura Walker

