OEPA Tentatively Approves Turkey Plant’s Discharge On the Whitewater

Stating that the degradation to water quality “will not interfere with or become injurious to the existing designated use (of the river),” the Ohio E.P.A. will issue a permit for Whitewater Processing Company, a facility that slaughters and processes turkeys, to discharge into the Whitewater River.  The Whitewater River is one of only a select few rivers in Ohio to enjoy a “Superior High Quality Water” designation by the OEPA.  

One of the positive outcomes from the involvement of citizens and citizen groups like Rivers Unlimited and Oxbow Inc. in the permitting process is that it appears that the OEPA will require the treatment facility to adhere to the same relatively high regulatory standards that are in place for Harrison’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.  We will know more about the final outcome after a follow up meeting on May 26.

During the initial comment period, Rivers Unlimited, Oxbow and some citizens had asked that the discharge be sent to the City of Harrison’s Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) to limit the number of discharges on the Whitewater, make OEPA monitoring easier and increase the level of quality assurance.  The Ohio EPA concluded that “the option of City of Harrison providing treatment would be a significant financial burden to the applicant (Whitewater Processing Company)” and also stated “the proposed discharge should not cause a noticeable change in water quality and the permit limits for onsite treatment will be protective of the Superior High Quality Status of the waterway.”

As one of southwest Ohio’s cleanest and most scenic waterways, Rivers Unlimited is interested in limiting the number of discharges that flow to the river.  The Whitewater is a considerable source of economic vitality due to recreation, and has yet to reach its fullpotential.  Depending on their nature and appearance, additional discharges can be in conflict with attempts to grow a river’s economic potential, as well as the quality-of-life it offers to area residents.

Fortunately, it will be months before the discharge is in place.  This will allow volunteers to gather and analyze water quality samples at the site of the future discharge as part of the Citizens Great Miami Water Quality Monitoring Project.  This allows us to have a baseline of water quality data for this spot on the Whitewater before the discharge is in place.

The key parameters that will be monitored and limited in the discharge are dissolved oxygen, E. coli, oil and grease, nitrogen, ammonia (NH3), ph and carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand.
Interested in learning more or submitted comments?  The Ohio EPA has scheduled a public hearing for 6:30 P.M. on May 26, 2010 at the Harrison Community Center Multi-Purpose Room, 300 George St., Harrison, OH 45030.

