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By long-time friend and colleague Mike Fremont.

Justine, one of RU’s best friends, departed this life in February at the age of eighty-eight.

She was an early member of our board and headed (although she would never say so) the Sugar Creek Protection Society. She and husband Cal lived on Sugar Creek in Sandusky County at a beautiful spot which had somehow avoided being channelized. Cal survives her and operates Elmore Mfg. Co. in nearby Elmore.

Justine taught Environmental Studies at Bowling Green State University. BGSU is thought to have Ohio’s first modern wind-powered generator. During her time there she attracted a constant train of distinguished environmental authorities that visited the school and inspired the students. Thanks to her we spent an evening with Norman Myers, an authority on biodiversity, species extinction and planet management.

The Sugar Creek Protection Society fought for and got the right to “maintain” Sugar Creek. That is, to remove obstructions to flow such as fallen trees, sand bars, log jams and the occasional exhausted household appliance. Maintenance is usually done by the County, at regular intervals at significant public expense and in the mechanized form of straightening (shortening), widening and deepening the stream, otherwise known as “channelization”. That’s very destructive of streams, causing massive erosion, siltation, loss of trees and loss of fish and wildlife as well as high maintenance expenses. But along Sugar Creek, no charge!

Justine helped convince County authorities to let the public do the work; she became a national advocate for doing this kind of work at no charge to the public, using a tractor and a chain saw and borrowing perhaps some Boy Scouts as opposed to bulldozers and backhoes. She helped several stream protective groups resist county ditching, channelization of their streams, testifying regularly at public meetings and putting out a truly informational newsletter. She spoke often at American Rivers Dam Fighters Conferences in Washington and helped us with our work in Ohio.   

She and Cal helped pay our bills for over 30 years, truly mainstays of our group. Undoubtedly Justine has saved  Ohio and neighboring states millions of dollars of unnecessary and destructive channelization work. She has inspired generations of students with a love of rivers and creeks. Many of these folks have since reported back from positions of authority in state and county government and in universities.

