River News Round-up

State

Water Trail Designation a Victory for Southwest Ohio Rivers, RU, Miami Conservancy District and Our Partners.

At a late August ceremony in Dayton, Pamela Dillon, chief of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources' Division of Watercraft, granted official Water Trail designation to the Great Miami, Stillwater and Mad Rivers.  Ohio's Water Trails program promotes responsible recreation, access and tourism on designated waterways, and the announcement is a milestone for many who have worked hard to bring stewardship and prestige to these streams.  The designation was a collaborative effort between ODNR staff, Rivers Unlimited, Miami Conservancy District, and many local organizations and jurisdictions who voiced their support for designation.   The commemoration ceremony was held on a beautiful day at Dayton's downtown Riverscape with paddlers in the background (photo below).
                
 

Grand Lake St. Marys Update 

The state is attempting to treat the outbreak of toxic algae that occurred on Grand Lake St. Marys and other Ohio lakes by spraying alum (aluminum sulfate), which binds with the phosphorous that would otherwise continue to feed the harmful algae.  The state is also introducing a form of sand that promotes the growth of beneficial bacteria, in hopes that it will out-compete the toxic variety.  The OEPA's advisory against fishing in the lake remains in place.  

Dayton Daily News has extensively covered this problem.  Click here to read a recent article on the trial treatments and the condition of the lake.

 

Asian Carp Update
A few months ago we wrote about the threat of Asian Carp entering northern Ohio's river system.  One of the most vulnerable rivers is the Maumee, which is at times connected by floodwaters to the carp-infested Wabash River watershed.  We recently learned that the Indiana ODNR contracted to build a 1,200 foot long fence to prevent this from happening.  Funding from the project came from the US EPA through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.  Click here to see an article and video about the project.

It is worth noting that the threat of the invasive carp is still very much alive, and the fence is only a stopgap measure for one watershed.  


National

RU Honored at Ohio River Water Quality Symposium 

Rivers Unlimited was honored to receive an Ohio River Basin Consortium for Research and Education (ORBCRE) distinguished Riverkeeper Award for our work on Ohio River tributaries.  The award was presented at the organization's symposium at Northern Kentucky University Oct. 17-19.  Noted river advocate and paddler Brewster Rhoads, was likewise honored for his origination and visionary leadership of the Ohio River Paddlefest, which has one much to heighten the profile of the Ohio throghout the watershed.  

ORBCRE is an eight-state association of universities, colleges, governmental agencies, industries, and individuals that promotes the exchange of research, education and information in water-quality and environmental issues in the Ohio River Basin.  The Riverkeeper awards are given only once every two years, and then only by unanimous consent.  In some years, no awards are given.

 Click here to learn more about ORBCRE.

