River News Round-up

State, Local and National News


State
 

ODNR Developing Scenic Rivers Strategic Plan 
The Scenic Rivers Program was moved last summer, within the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).  It went from the Div. of Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP) to the Div. of Watercraft.  All fourteen designated rivers have citizens advisory councils, and RU joined in advocating, through its representative on the Little Miami advisory council, for a statewide summit meeting of all councils to determine the future of the program.  Such a meeting was organized by Pam Dillon, Chief of the Div. of Watercraft, and held on April 30th.  In addition to council members from around the state, representatives from the Ohio Environmental Council, The Nature Conservancy, and the Sierra Club also attended.  The meeting consisted of briefings on the national and state wild, scenic and recreational river laws, and a mission-building exercise.  Attendees were provided with the results of an online survey of the preferences of scenic river advocates, and added many more insights of their own as they cobbled together the broad outlines of a mission statement.  Time ran out on a follow-up excercise which would have yielded action plan elements for achieving the mission; attendees took this home for submission later.  We're pleased to report that a main concern reflected in the survey results and by the attendees was a need to maintain focus on the priority of conservation over recreation.  Please forward any concerns to us so we can represent your interests as this project proceeds.
 

Dayton Daily News Article on Runoff Features the Great Miami Watershed
The article discusses, in some detail, the current threats to water quality poised by nutrients from agricultural runoff in Ohio's rivers, including the Great Miami.  It also mentions the water quality monitoring project started by Rivers Unlimited, the Friends of the Great Miami, the University of Cincinnati and the Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District.

Read the article. 

 

Local
 

Ohio EPA Tentatively Approves Turkey Plant Discharge on the Whitewater
Stating that degradation to water quality "will not interfere with or become injurious to the existing designated use (of the river)," the Ohio EPA will issue a permit for Whitewater Processing Company, a facility that slaughters and processes turkeys, to discharge into the Whitewater River.  The river is one of only a select few rivers in Ohio to enjoy a "Superior High Quality Water" designation by the OEPA.

 

One of the positive outcomes from involvement in the permitting process by citizens and groups like Rivers Unlimited and Oxbow Inc. is that it now appears that the OEPA will require the treatment facility to adhere to the same relatively high regulatory standards that are in place for the City of Harrison's Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).  We will know more about the final outcome after a follow-up meeting on May 26.

 

During the initial comment period, Rivers Unlimited, Oxbow Inc. and some citizens asked that the discharge be sent to Harrison's WWTP to limit the number of discharges on the Whitewater, make OEPA monitoring easier and increase the level of quality assurance.  Read more. 

 

Adopt-a-Stream Season Begins in the Great Miami and Little Miami Watersheds
As temperatures rise and water levels subside, Adopt-a-Stream participants will be out on a number of cleanups.  This year marks the first year that the program will be running on multiple watersheds at once.  Thanks to involvement from Buckeye United Fly Fishers, Loveland Canoe and Kayak and some committed individuals, the program's first cleanups are now occurring on the Little Miami.  In fact, the Buckeye United Fly Fishers participation was recently featured in an article in the Western Star.  Read the article.  

 

As it expands, the program continues to evolve on the Great Miami as well.  New this year is the participation of Hamilton Scrap Processors, who will be providing a bin to collect scrap materials.  This means even more of the material being collected will be recycled and reused, instead of ending up in the landfill.

 

2010's Adopt-a-Stream program is being funded in part by grants from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation and MillerCoors.

 

Cincinnati Enquirer Article Features Mill Creek
Originally running April 18, the article discusses the past, present and future of the Mill Creek and features insights from FOGM, RU and UC's own Dr. Michael Miller.

Read the article. 

 

National
 

A New Direction for National Water Policy?
The Army Corps of Engineers uses a document known as "Principles and Guidelines" (P&G) to formulate, evaluate and implement water resources project.  The current P&G was established in 1983 and lead the federal government to invest in structural projects (think dams and channelization) that have degraded water quality over the years.  Rivers Unlimited has signed on to the Corps Reform Network's comments on a new draft of the P&G that the Army Corps and all federal agencies will use to determine which water projects will quality for the investment of your tax dollars.

 

If the ACE incorporates the Corps Reform Network's recommendations, the federal government will drastically reduce the amount of money it invests in projects that degrade water quality.

 

Click here to read the recommendations.

 

